
Potatoes are one of the most successful U.S.-produced commodities in terms of exports and rate of export 
growth. These gains are the product of careful bilateral and regional negotiations and enforcement actions 
conducted over many decades.

Japan - Contact the White House to ask the President to raise the issue of U.S. fresh market access in his 
March 14th meeting with the new Japanese Prime Minister

The U.S. is seeking market access to Japan for all fresh potatoes including fresh table stock. Once opened, 
Japan is estimated to become a massive market for U.S. fresh potato exports of $150 million annually (a 10-15% 
increase in global U.S. fresh potato exports).

First requested by the U.S. over 30 years ago, Japan claims to be “working on the issue” but shows no 
progress. This situation will continue indefinitely unless Japan is forced to engage. USDA and USTR must press 
Japan to move forward with these negotiations. Without political pressure, the Japanese will delay the market 
access process for years to come.

Members of Congress should contact the White House in advance of the March 14th meeting with the new 
Japanese Prime Minister, to the President to demand that Japan stop stalling and conclude a market access 
agreement for U.S. fresh table stock potatoes this year.

Avoid negative tariff impacts on export markets and essential imported inputs

The National Potato Council encourages the Trump Administration to avoid the long-term potential for tariff 
retaliation that may cost U.S. growers market share to foreign competition in key export markets. We also 
encourage the Administration to avoid disruption to trade in essential imported inputs (such as fertilizer or 
pesticides) that allow U.S. growers to raise a competitive crop by using mechanisms including but not limited to 
exemptions or duty drawback.
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Thank members of Congress for supporting Mexico fresh access and 
remaining vigilant

After years of regulatory and legal battles, in May of 2022 Mexico finally 
opened its entire country to U.S. fresh potato exports. Since then, U.S. fresh 
potato shipments have grown to $135 million annually. 

Looking forward, the U.S. government must remain vigilant in ensuring that 
Mexican authorities adhere to their international commitments to maintain 
this market access. Should Mexico return to past practices of limiting or 
outright closing its market to U.S. fresh potatoes, the U.S. government 
should immediately suspend reciprocal fruit and vegetable access requests. 
Additionally, the U.S. government should work to enhance flexibility in accessing this market, by removing 
illegitimate pests from consideration and enhancing shipment sizes for exporters.

Contact USTR to support a fact-finding investigation into Canadian trade practices

Canada is an important market for the U.S. potato industry, with exports of fresh and processed potatoes valued 
at $335 million annually. In recent years, in addition to our long-standing concerns over potato wart in PEI, 
the cross-border relationship with Canada has become strained in certain regions of the U.S. by two separate 
issues: 1) British Columbia anti-dumping duties on U.S. fresh potatoes and 2) competitive challenges alleged to 
involve subsidies 

NPC has heard from growers about the significant negative impact that recent changes in the 40-year-old 
antidumping order in British Columbia is causing, primarily on exports from Washington state. We are advised 
that millions of dollars in U.S. exports are being lost due to this unnecessary action.

Additionally, certain producers in North Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan, and other states have expressed 
concerns about the potential impact of these Canadian programs, either national or provincial, that may be 
impacting the competitive balance. These producers strongly believe these programs are distorting the market 
and allowing Canadian potatoes to sell at an uncompetitive price in the U.S.

To ensure that the facts are fully understood in advance of any remedial action, NPC has asked USTR to request 
a Section 332 fact-finding investigation by the USITC into these issues. Members of Congress should contact 
USTR to support this request.
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20% POTATOES GROWN IN  
THE U.S. ARE EXPORTED

 $4.78
  B I L L I O N

CONTRIBUTING

+ 33,846 DOMESTIC JOBS

FROM JULY 2022 THROUGH JUNE 2023, THE U.S. EXPORTED $2.2 BILLION IN POTATOES & POTATO PRODUCTS

The total economic contribution of exports of potatoes and
potato products is estimated to be $4.78 billion with an 
estimated impact on employment of approximately 33,846 jobs.


