
Request at least $4.5 million in NIFA Potato Research for FY27

The National Potato Council requests that the House and Senate Appropriations Committees continue to 
support the vital work funded through the National Institutes of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Potato Research 
program, which supports the future of the U.S. potato industry through the funding of competitive, merit-based 
potato breeding projects across the country. The non-federal contributions to these vital projects (provided 
by growers, state grower organizations and land grant universities) provide more than a two-to-one match to 
funding provided by NIFA.

Each of these peer-reviewed research projects address actual challenges impacting potato production, utilizes 
the expertise of USDA scientists and independent plant breeders, and delivers measurable improvements in the 
efficiency and quality of potato production. This work is critical to ensure that American farmers have the tools 
they need to be successful. For FY26, $4 million was provided for NIFA’s potato research. 

For FY27, given the solid return on investment from NIFA’s potato breeding research program and the demands 
placed upon it due to phytosanitary challenges facing the potato industry, we request at least $4.5 million. 
Examples of successful new potato varieties developed in recent years because of these funding dollars include 
Clearwater (Idaho, Oregon, and Washington), Caribou (Maine), Manistee (Michigan), and Lamoka (New York), 
providing the industry with increased levels of disease resistance and other traits that have reduced grower 
losses and ensured potato production remains based in the U.S. 

Urgently fill vacant positions to ensure potato research is not disrupted

Research functions have seen prolonged vacancies. Urgent steps should be taken to prioritize re-staffing these 
critical positions. USDA’s agricultural research activities, performed across the country at Agricultural Research 
Service facilities along with National Institutes of Food and Agriculture public-private partnerships, are essential 
functions of the federal government. As such, these activities should not be subject to government-wide hiring 
freezes, spending cuts, or impacted by government shutdowns. The substantial loss of research functions due to 
such disruptions will overwhelm any minor perceived savings. 

Congress and the Administration should act urgently to fill vacant positions, ensure that  
essential research activities are not disrupted, and allowed to operate at full capacity. 
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Maintain report language that recognizes the value of the ARS Potato 
Collaborative Research Program and Pest Management Programs

For FY27, NPC is requesting members of Congress to ask the Appropriations 
Committees to maintain report language recognizing the value of the ARS 
Potato Collaborative Research Program.

NPC also requests the following language regarding NIFA Integrated 
Activities on Pest Management Programs be included in the FY27 
Agriculture Appropriations Bill:

Potato Research - To minimize the application of pesticides and to maximize the yield and quality 
of harvested potatoes, the Committee directs the Secretary to support pest management programs 
in potato growing states. Such programs help scientists track potential pest outbreaks and provide 
growers and industry professionals with current information on specific and timely treatments. 
Additionally, the programs help identify serious diseases, such as late blight, in their early stages, 
allowing for preventive measures to be put into place quickly to avoid crop losses.
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Potatoes are the most widely-produced vegetable in the U.S. 

According to a February 2023 analysis by Michigan 
State University economists, the U.S. potato supply 
chain drove $100.9 billion in U.S. economic activity 

Including $37.2 billion in direct activity and a further $63.7 billion 
in indirect activity – in 2021 alone.

This included 740,000 jobs nationally, $34 billion in 
wages and $53 billion added to the U.S. GDP.

$100.9 BILLION

LEARN MORE AT
nationalpotatocouncil.org/spudnation


