
Reauthorize the Farm Bill this year 

The current Farm Bill was enacted in 2018 and originally expired over three years ago. The U.S. potato industry 
and all of American agriculture needs a modernized Farm Bill that addresses the current and future competitive 
challenges we will face. Though the increased resources provided by last year’s Reconciliation Bill are valuable, 
Congress still needs to write a new Farm Bill to fully realize the goal of providing a competitive U.S. farm policy.

Include the Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance’s priorities in a reauthorized Farm Bill

The Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance (SCFBA) represents the U.S. specialty crop industry on Farm Bill priorities. 
Kam Quarles, CEO, National Potato Council (NPC), is one of four co-chairs of the SCFBA, along with Dave 
Puglia, President and CEO, Western Growers, Mike Joyner, President, Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association, 
and Cathy Burns, President of the International Fresh Produce Association.

The organization has completed a two-year-long process to develop comprehensive priorities across all 
relevant titles of the Farm Bill. The NPC strongly supports those SCFBA priorities and urges their inclusion in a 
reauthorized Farm Bill.

Enhance the Specialty Crop Research Initiative

The Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) is currently funded at $175 million annually after investments 
made in last year’s Reconciliation Bill. This program has been heavily utilized by the U.S. potato industry to 
fund beneficial research in the areas of soil health, potato breeding, nematode control, and data generation for 
science-based pesticide evaluation. 

Beyond those funding increases, we encourage the Committees to maintain the industry outreach structure of 
the SCRI review process that prioritizes research that is relevant to growers, as well as restore matching fund 
waiver authority at the Secretary’s discretion.

Further, we encourage the Committees to provide opportunities for mechanization  
and automation research specifically for specialty crops.
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Modernize Crop Insurance Programs to provide increased assistance  
for specialty crops
Though some specialty crop growers have utilized crop insurance effectively 
for many years, unfortunately, the vast majority of specialty crop growers 
in the U.S. cannot utilize crop insurance in a meaningful way. As a result, a 
large cross-section of specialty crop growers operates without any federally 
supported safety net. Reforming crop insurance to work more effectively  
and affordably for all specialty crops has been the focus of the SCFBA’s  
effort to provide our growers with an affordable and effective safety net.

The SCFBA recommendations include the following improvements for specialty crops:

•  Providing systemic enhancements to allow for the creation of better policies

•  Enhancing existing products to reduce costs and improve coverage

•  Empower Whole Farm Revenue Protection insurance (WFRP) in the following manner
	 - Clarify that WFRP is agnostic as to cause of loss
	 - Seek to increase or eliminate revenue caps
	 - Restrict the ability of Approved Insurance Providers to alter the revenue guarantee 
	 - Increase the current 35% limit on year-over-year growth of covered acres

•  Prevented Planting coverage should include more specialty crops
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Potatoes are the most widely-produced vegetable in the U.S. 

According to a February 2023 analysis by Michigan 
State University economists, the U.S. potato supply 
chain drove $100.9 billion in U.S. economic activity 

Including $37.2 billion in direct activity and a further $63.7 billion 
in indirect activity – in 2021 alone.

This included 740,000 jobs nationally, $34 billion in 
wages and $53 billion added to the U.S. GDP.

$100.9 BILLION

LEARN MORE AT
nationalpotatocouncil.org/spudnation


